Practice Question, September 30, 2009 

Who is responsible for cleaning computers in your facilities?  If the cleaning is divided, how is it divided?  Also, how often are they cleaned?

Kathy Zegarski BS, CIC
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Replies:

Housekeeping cleans the keyboard covers for the computers in the patient’s room in ICU. Mobile computer keyboards are wiped down with alcohol pads by nursing staff. P. H.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Computer key boards are cleaned at the beginning of every shift by those that are using them.

We use PDI Sani-Cloth Plus.  G. C.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I ask several different people and they suggested everyone who has a computer should be responsible for cleaning their own. It would not be cost effective for someone else to do it. They could put it on a schedule and keep a log.

Good Luck.  C. S. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It is a joint effort; EVS cleans as needed, we dust and wipe down keyboards, screens, etc.  I have also purchased the spray air cans to help with the keyboard dust for heavily used computers.  Most computer users wipe down in-between shifts, as they are used 24/7, and in offices, if they are the only user,  will help to maintain.  For example I will maintain my own as I am the primary user, but when they clean my office they will dust as well.  Hope this helps and if you have any other questions let me know.  M.V.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This is what are policy states:

4.4.13. Computer keyboards can act as reservoirs of HAI pathogens in the inpatient areas

and require daily cleaning and maintenance.

4.4.13.1. Ensure all computer terminals located in patient rooms are equipped with a

plastic keyboard cover.

4.4.13.2. Wipe keyboard covers of assigned work area with quaternary ammonium

disinfectant (CaviWipes®) at least daily.

4.4.13.3. Promptly replace any missing keyboard covers.

This process is shared between staff and housekeeping. I do not monitor for compliance, except when for uncovered keyboards

located in direct patient care areas. Housekeeping wipes down those located in the OR procedure rooms.  K. V.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

At UV, the unit clerk is cleaning them on the floors. She/ he uses a Saniwipe for the keyboard and a screen cleaner for the monitor. Cleaning is supposed to be done once a day. In the offices, each end user is responsible for their own computer.   D. S.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EVS is supposed to clean the computers in the patient rooms and nursing units clean the one on the hallways.  Department with computers on wheels clean their own. T. A.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Historically, at Cincinnati Children's this responsibility has historically been split between the Environmental Coordinators (for computers sitting in the inpatient clinical areas) and Environmental Services for the other computers.  However, now that we are moving to an electronic medical record housewide in January, we are in the process of sitting up meetings to re-address both the cleaning process (responsibility and timing) along with having products that are able to be cleaned on a regular basis (either sealed keyboards or keyboard covers for all computers in clinical areas).  Feel free to contact me directly in the upcoming weeks for an update on this process.  K. J.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

