Chapter 26 Members, Practice Question (March 6, 2009), from Pam McCartney Kettering Medical Center,
 
I would like to know if any of you are thinking about going to coffee mugs and containers to be “purchased” reusable by employees and they can get refills in the cafeteria.
This will eliminate the Styrofoam cups and Styrofoam containers for soft drinks. The employee would have to be trusted to wash their purchased cup or container. No guarantees it will happen but there are ways that the lip of the container would never touch the parts of the coffee or soft drink dispenser. 
What do you think?
I have been asked to cast my vote for or against this and I told them I would see what others were doing.
 
Comments:
We are currently using styrofoam at our facility.  As of right now there are no discussions about changing that.  Sounds like a good idea, not sure about staff cleaning them:-)  Have a great day!!!

Mandy Platt RN 

Pam, we do have staff that do bring there own coffee mugs and drink containers to use in the food service areas but is not a requirement. We still have s the Styrofoam cups available.  What would you do for visitors? 

Terry Accuntius,RN

Getting rid of styrofoam would be great, however, the problem comes with standardizing the reuse containers so that prices could be standardized.  Otherwise, you will see a wide range of  sizes in mugs/cups etc for both hot and cold drinks.  We still use styrofoam for that reason.  The system was set up so that you could only get a drink with either styrofoam or a "deaconess" mug and it failed miserably.  The mugs were even given to the employees.  Good Luck...Carolyn

