Practice question from Maria Grega Jan. 26, 2009.
A). In a hemodialysis facility that has Hepatitis B positive patients, who are dialyzed in an isolated "area" and are in a row, partial wall with open fronts to the areas, would it be acceptable to consider these patients as being co-horted, therefore staff caring for them can wear one isolation gown for all three patients instead of an individual gown for each patient.
 

B). In the HBV+ isolation area, could staff use  specific "goggles" for eye protection, that stay in the isolation area, as designated isolation equipment?
1. Maria, I believe there are new CMS rules regarding this. My dialysis unit manager tell me the rule states the there have to be designated private room for HEP B patients and that no other patients can be dialyzed in that room and that staff caring for the Hep B patients cannot be assigned to other patients at the same time.  Terry

2.  I think this would be acceptable as "co-hort" as long as the employee truly is wearing gown/staying only in that area for those + pts.  I would say as well the specified goggles would also be acceptable.  If soiled despite being is same area, should be disinfected between use.  I am attaching an excellent education tool for "donning and removal" of PPE provided by CDC.  Linda S. Smith, RN, BSN, CIC 

3.
