Our OB dept has a "rule" that says any child who has rec'd a vaccine w/in the last 30 days can not visit this dept.  No one seems to know why we have this other than they may have gotten these rule from MVH NICU.  We do not "house" high risk infants in our community hospital.  Do other facilites have this same rule?  I don't see it in ODH regs and our local health dept was not familiar.  Comments? Linda S. Smith, RN, BSN, CIC 

1.  We do not have this rule.   We screen children in winter months for fever and signs of illness.  We have Family Centered care with few restrictions.  Not all vaccines are ‘Live” viruses.  There are no isolation precautions  after any vaccines excluding maybe smallpox.  Anita

2.  No we do not have the rule but I wanted to respond anyway!  Jane

3.  Is this in relation to the flu season?  I think w/ Greater Cinti health council recommended adopting this practice during the flu season if we all needed to restrict visitation because of a flu outbreak We screen siblings but here we are not requiring proof of immunizations.  We require not exposed to communicable disease and free of rashes, fever, cough, GI symptoms,etc.  Mary Nicholson

4.  I have never heard of that rule.  When we were in West Africa there was something about live vaccine and pregnant mothers changing diapers of children who had received live polio vaccine.  There they had a problem of water so hygiene was not up to par and diseases could really spread.  I guess you could make a case for all live vaccine, but I have never seen that rule on any books here.  Besides, how would you comply with such a thing?  Eulin Kuranga

5.  Don’t stop the children!

Barnes Jewish OB Visiting Policy

http://www.barnesjewish.org/obgyn/default.asp?NavID=1073 

University of Michigan Healthcare System

http://www.med.umich.edu/nicu/geninfo/visiting.shtml 

Columbia University System does require immunizations of its rugrat visitors.

http://cms-dev.med.cornell.edu/mschony/patients/visitors/visiting-hours.html 

http://www.cumc.columbia.edu/dept/obgyn/services/obstetrics/Admitting_Packet.pdf 

and check THIS one out!

http://www.pediatriccareonline.org/pco/ub/view/Red-Book/390128/0/Infection_Control_For_Hospitalized_Children_::_Sibling_Visitation 

Marian Rodgers, RN, MSN, MPH, CIC

6.  Nope, we do not have this rule here at UVMC.  D'Anna Stekli, MT (ASCP)

7.  This is what we have in place.


Visiting Policy

i. Any visitors including children with obvious infections (coughing, sneezing, rashes, and history of exposure to communicable infection) should not be visiting.

ii. If there are any questions contact infection Prevention and Control.

iii. Children under the age of 12 yrs are to be supervised by an adult visitor at all times (over 18 yrs of age), someone other than the patient.

iv. Visiting privileges are subject to the patient’s condition and may be further restricted by the physician or the nurse in charge of the unit.


Nursery Visiting Policy

i. Siblings who have not had chicken pox or the varicella vaccine or adults with shingles (vericella zoster) will not be permitted to enter the nursery

ii. Any visitors including children with obvious infections (coughing, sneezing, rashes, and history of exposure to communicable infection) should not be visiting.

iii. If there are any questions contact infection Prevention and Control.

iv. Siblings under the age of 14 12 yrs. are to be supervised by an adult visitor at all times (over 18 yrs of age), someone other than the patient. 
v. Number of visitors at one time may be altered depending on infant’s response to visitation and current activity within the nursery.

vi. Immediate family (father/significant other, sibling’s grandparents, mother) may visit their infant any time except for the time of change of shift report. Other family members may visit the infant if determined appropriate by the clinical nurse manager/charge nurse.

American Academy of Pediatrics & American College of Obstetricians &

Gynecologists, (2002) Guidelines for Perinatal Care, Fourth Edition, Elk

Grove Village, IL.

David Roberts RN, BSN,CIC

