Practice Question for today,

1. If your facility uses pass through draws (pharmacy delivers meds via locked drawer outside the room and nurse accesses locked drawer from inside the room)
    for medication and other supplies what is your process for cleaning and dealing with left over medications and supplies? 
2. Is it any different for patients on isolation precautions? 
3. How do you instruct nurses to enter the drawer for patients in isolation?  
            a. Would they use gloves they may have used while in direct contact with the patient?
            b. How would you ensure that only clean hands and clean gloves could be used?         
 Terry Accuntius
Review Replies:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We do not use pass- thrus to deliver patient medications.   L. S.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We do not use this.  I would observe the practice and see exactly what is being done, then compare with what is good practice.  I would then make necessary corrections if any and then write the policy to fit practice.  E. K.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We do not use “Pass-thru drawers.”   But for quite some time we used what we call “Nurse Servers” – cupboard-like devices that can be opened from the hallway or from inside the rooms.   Those have been locked and not used for a couple of years (and are gradually being removed), because of concerns that it sounds like you are raising about the drawers.   In addition, we found that too many extraneous items (left over meds, sharps, etc) were being left in the nurse servers.   As I said, nursing administration has had those locked and not used.
I’m not sure I answered you questions, but at least you have another perspective. D.T.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do not have this system.  M. N.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

