Current practice in Preop is to spike IV bags with tubing and date to be discarded if not used in 24 hours.  These are kept in a secure location.  We based this on our hang time policy of not to exceed 96 hours although hardly anyone has keep open IVs any more. In order to help maintain normothermia during surgery the Preop area suggested placing these spiked IV bags in a fluid warmer?  

What are your thoughts on this? Terry Accuntius

Replies:

· Once they are spiked – NO…perfect temperature for bacterial growth and rapidly at that.  We used to spike ours early until we started using pre-warmed fluids.  Now they are spiked when hung.  CF
· I think I'd worry about that.  It totally depends on how the warmer works, I guess. You certainly don’t want anything to seep into the bag……. I think I remember that there is data out there about this practice-I just don’t remember what it said. FK

