Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

May 12, 2009
I. Call to Order: Linda Smith called the meeting to order at 1100 at the Kettering Seventh Day Adventist Church Conference Room, in Kettering, Ohio.
II. Approval of minutes: The minutes of the March meeting were approved as written.
III. Introductions: Those present introduced themselves. Guests who would like to join APIC should check with Jane Mescher, our Membership Chair.

IV. Committee Reports 
a. Board meeting: a Board Meeting was held by teleconference on May 5. The minutes are posted at www.apicchapter26.org. Key points include:

(1) Update on the Sandy Iiames Scholarship: Marian Rodgers updated the board.  Three members have inquired about the process. Applications should be submitted by 9/1/09 for meetings in 2010.
(2) The fall seminar will be titled “Reining in Water” and will feature David Taylor, PhD, as its keynote speaker (“Water Borne Pathogens”). The seminar will be held in Kettering at the Seventh Day Adventist Church Fellowship Room (site of this meeting). Lunch will be box lunches. Other speakers include: Shantini Gamage, PhD, on Legionella;  Shauna Weiss on Construction and Water Damage, and Colleen Abram on Emergency Management for Floods. Registration will start at $45 for early registration by members and $55 for nonmembers.  
(3) For the National APIC Conference this year, chapters are asked to donate for the raffle planned.  Permission for non-attendees to buy raffle tickets is under consideration at the national office. Prizes include an IPOD, expenses for the 2010 National APIC, and the new APIC Text. $5 buys one ticket, and $20 buys five. Board members felt that Silver level ($250-499) would be a reasonable range to donate.  Those present at this meeting agreed. 

b. Treasurer’s Report:  The Carolyn Fiutem, treasurer, presented her report.  
There have been no expenses or income this quarter to date, although a membership check from the National Office is expected soon. The balance is $11,505.82.

c. Education Committee/Seminar Report:  No report at this meeting.  A meeting will be held soon by conference call. The Board report (above) contained updates to seminar plans.

V. Membership:  Jane Mescher reported that the chapter currently has 106 active members.  Membership applications and details are also available online.
VI. Nominating Committee:  Kathy Zegarski reported that nomination and willingness to serve forms are available at this meeting. A member may nominate themselves or someone else. If someone else is nominated, then a Nominating Committee representative will call to confirm the nominee’s willingness to serve. The chapter’s new, less frequent, meeting schedule has necessitated a change in the timeline. Forms must be returned in time for this committee to draft the ballot before the JULY meeting.  The ballot must be approved at the July meeting in order for voting to take place AFTER that meeting, so results can be announced at the September meeting.

VII. Government Affairs Report:  Vicky Wright reported that National has sent a report on the testimony of Rachel Stricof before the House Committee on Appropriations Subcommittee on Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies.  Ms Stricof is an APIC member and Director of the Bureau of Healthcare Associated Infections at the NYDOH.  The testimony covered issues in HAI reporting (administrative databases fail) and the benefits of using the NHSN as a resource.  Issues remain with the time consuming nature of NHSN, electronic lab reporting, surveillance in healthcare settings outside acute care, and outbreak detection. A transcript of the testimony can be viewed at http://appropriations.house.gov/Witness_testimony/LHHS/Rachel_Stricof_04_01_09.pdf)
VIII. Report from National:

a. Linda Smith reported on the Chapter Leaders Call on 3/11/09.
1) The new CA-UTI Guidelines are available at www.apic.org. 
2) The new APIC text will be available in June 2009.
3) Emergency Preparedness will be included in future Epi 201 courses.
4) The Ready Reference to Microbes will have an updated surveillance toolkit coming soon.
b. Those planning to attend the national meeting in June should contact Linda Smith if they would like to meet and/or dine out during the conference.  The chapter also needs someone to attend the Legislative (Tues) and President (Sun) breakout meetings.  Any chapter members attending as well as any officer going can attend these meetings to represent the chapter and to bring back information. Please contact Linda if you can attend one of these meetings.  

IX. Old Business: None.
X. New Business: None.
XI. Regulatory Agency Visits: 
a. ODH health care inspectors have inspected several facilities in SW Ohio:

(1) Following one OB inspection, the facility ICP submitted a question about the “requirement” for an annual health assessment of employees and how that process must be conducted. ODH has not yet responded. The response will be posted when received.

(2) Another facility received a no-notice inspection following a receipt of a concern or complaint. Although the content of the complaint is unknown, the inspectors focused on compliance with PPE requirements and isolation practice. Seven inspectors are now on-site for a full blown, 4-5 day inspection. Physician compliance with PPE requirements and enforcement was expected, as well as patient and family education.  Infection Control is currently checking isolation patients and procedure compliance twice a day and reporting results to executive management. Compliance has improved significantly! Discussion noted that how inspectors evaluate what visitors must do to comply with isolation requirements probably depends on the wording of the facility’s policy.
(3) Another ICP noted that their most recent ODH inspectors encountered on a follow-up visit were easier to work with than previously experienced and were more professional.

b. An ICP reported on her hospital’s inspection in progress for ISO 9001 certification, which it is using to replace Joint Commission accreditation. Surveyors seemed more relaxed but focused on details. The CMS part of that inspection is just now beginning.
XII. Practice Questions: 
a. Do some facilities have different isolation signage for patients with C.difficile?
Several do.  Most differences centered around recommendations to perform hand hygiene with soap and water, rather than alcohol products.
b. Do other facilities practice “Protective Isolation?”

Several do. Facilities varied on their use of positive pressure rooms, plant restrictions, and diet. Some signs included the term “Neutropenic Precautions,” and one facility’s sign included a table that providers could use to assess the need for special precautions. Some signs advised specific protective practices, while others advised those entering the room to “talk to the nurse” first.
XIII. Education Opportunities:

a. The CIC study group will meeting after the educational program.
b. The APIC webinars are an excellent resource for members and are archived for viewing any time. Consider pointing out to supervisors how expensive these would be for non-members!

c. Biopatch is offering an online presentation on June 11 on the value of developing a PICC Team. Registration information is at 

For 12 pm: http://www.visualwebcaster.com/event.asp?id=58394 
For 3 pm: http://www.visualwebcaster.com/event.asp?id=58395.  

Your free registration number is: 933.
XIV. Job Opportunities: Springfield, Ohio’s, Mercy-Community Hospital is seeking a new ICP.
XV. Lunch was provided by Steris.  During lunch, Rosemary Niewolak (Product Manager, SYSTEM 1) discussed recent issues with the FDA and progress with updating the 501(k) clearances for the SYSTEM 1. Although no patient safety issues have been identified, the regulatory issues are still a work in progress.  For questions, contact Rosemary at (440) 392-392-7455 or at rosemary_niewolak@steris.com. 
XVI. Education Program:   Jennifer Hoffman of Olympus University presented a two hour “Endoscopy Reprocessing Update: Policies and Procedures” for continuing education credit.
XVII. The meeting was adjourned at 12:00.  The next meeting will be on July 14 at the Atrium Medical Center in Middletown, Ohio.
Respectfully submitted,

Marian Rodgers, RN, MSN, MPH, CIC
Recording Secretary for APIC Chapter #26

