Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

March 10, 2009

I. Call to Order: Linda Smith called the meeting to order at 1116 hours at the Kettering Seventh Day Adventist Church Conference Room, in Kettering, Ohio.
II. Introductions: Those present introduced themselves. Guests who would like to join APIC should check with Jane Mescher, our Membership Chair.

III. Approval of minutes: The minutes of the January meeting were approved as written.
IV. Committee Reports

a. Board meeting: a Board Meeting was held by teleconference on March 3. The minutes are posted at www.apicchapter26.org. Key points include:

i. CIC Study Group will meet after the educational program at 2:30 pm.  Marian Rodgers will facilitate that meeting. When a new study guide comes out this year, the chapter will buy it.  This will have to be signed out from Marian.  

ii. The new edition of Control of Communicable Diseases in Man will also be purchased by the chapter and available for checkout from Marian.

iii. The official APIC Logo has been published by National for each chapter, and we will be using this.

iv. The chapter website (www.apicchapter26.org) will be the source members should use for minutes, meeting announcements, and program information.

b. Treasurer’s Report:  Carolyn Fiutem, treasurer, presented the report.  
i. We budgeted a $1000 loss last year, but actually made $707.78.

ii. The 2009 budget was discussed, ($9500) which is the same as last year’s. A detailed budget was distributed.

iii. Income (this year to date): $880.00  Expenses: 0  Balance:  $12,361 .23
c. Education Committee/Seminar Report:  

i. This year’s seminar will cover construction and water borne infection issues.  Proposed speakers include Judeen Bartley, who is nationally known; Dr Shantini Gamage, a Legionella expert; and others on waterborne pathogens, outbreak investigation, problem solving, and testing,


ii. Next meeting’s speaker will be on endoscope processing and disinfection.
iii. The UTI guideline from APIC is available at www.apic.org/CAUTIguide. 
iv. The Malcolm Adcock Lecture will be held in Cincinnati on March 26th. It covers food borne infection. More information is available at http://cctst.uc.edu/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=78&extmode=view&extid=561. 
v. New AORN Guidelines include a discussion of how to apply evidence to the evaluation of infection control procedures.
vi. The Society of Gastroenterological Nurses and Associates (SGNA) has published standards for infection control in reprocessing. They can be downloaded from http://www.sgna.org/Resources/standards.cfm.  
vii. New Adult Immunization Guidelines have been published by the CDC and ACIP and are available at www.cdc.gov/vaccines. 
V. Nominating Committee:  Nominating forms will be brought to the next meeting. Now is the time to start contemplating running for chapter office.

VI. Membership:  It was reported that the chapter currently has 106 active members.  Membership applications and details are also available online.
VII. Legislative Representative Report: no news has been received. 
VIII. Regulatory Agency Visits: 
a. ODH inspectors, at one hospital, wanted 100% compliance with procedures and physician documentation. Surveyors made it clear they were present for enforcement, not to explain the rules.

b. An ODH visit at another facility followed a patient complaint based on a fall and restraints. The visit was extended as inspectors drilled down looking for data and patient information. The facility now expects a full inspection.

IX. Practice Questions: 

a. One facility, trying to “go green,” wants to sell refillable plastic drink mugs. Are these safe to refill in hospital food service operations?  It was suggested that the ICP contact the food service inspectors at the local health department (LHD) and see if this is acceptable practice. It could work safely if employees routinely cleaned their cups between refills.

b. Can patient food go into pneumatic tube to go from the kitchen to patient care areas? It would be bagged. The LHD may also have issues with this proposal, since lab specimens also are transported in these containers.

c. Are half normal saline bottles single patient use in oxygen administration set-ups, or are they time limited. No notice is on the label. They should be discarded daily. It’s easier and safer to use small, single patient use containers.
d. Discussion of how the Ohio Department of Health could use its share of federal stimulus funds to decrease health care associated infections (HAIs) led to the following suggestions for:

i. Contract with national APIC to conduct the Epi courses in Ohio, as was done a few years ago.

ii. Allow APIC chapters (or other organizations) to apply to the state for grant funds to conduct their own HAI reduction efforts (eg, education).
X. Sandy Iiames Memorial Scholarship: Marian Rodgers described the policy and the application process (available on www.apichapter26.org).  Applications for CY2010 will be due by 9/1/2009.  Potential conferences to be considered include (but are NOT limited to) National APIC, APIC’s EPI courses, SHEA, and the CDC’s Decennial Conference. As many health care agencies are cutting and eliminating sponsored travel, chapter members should consider their 2010 education plans now. As the Board considers the applications this fall, it can plan the funding level for the 2010 chapter budget.
XI. The long term care group will meet after the educational program.
XII. Steve Osterholt gave a short presentation on website use for www.apicchapter26.org.  Practice question discussion, minutes, membership lists and many other helpful materials are posted there.

XIII. Lunch was provided by Bard Medical.

XIV. Education Program: Dr. Stephen Kralovic gave a continuing education presentation on “Bugs You Can See With Your Eyes: Myiasis, Bedbugs, Scabies, Lice, Leeches, Worms and other ‘Fun’ Stuff” for 1.5 contact hours.

XV. The meeting was adjourned at 1430 hours.
Respectfully submitted,

Marian Rodgers, RN, MSN, MPH, CIC

Recording Secretary for APIC Chapter #26

