Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

September 11, 2007

I. Call to Order:  Terri Accuntius called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
II. Education Program: Topic:  “Perinatal Group B Streptococcal Disease” by Shawn Osterholt, MD, OB/GYN. 
III.  Approval of the Minutes: The August 14, 2007 minutes were approved as written without additions or corrections.  

IV. Introductions:  New attendees and members were asked to introduce themselves and share what they did or wished they had done for a summer vacation.  
V. Committee Reports:  
A.  Board Meeting and President’s Report: A Board meeting is today so a report will be provided at the October meeting.

B
Treasurer’s Report:  Nancy Hutchinson reported for Treasurer Mary Lou Sorter.   Terri requested a report in October on the financial outcome from our Spring conference since the invoices have now been taken care of. 

C. Education Committee:  Steve Osterholt reported this committee met today.  October 1, 2008 is the tentative date for next year’s conference.  We will be attempting to get a location and National speakers at the lowest costs with vendor support.  The goal is to keep participant cost low so that more people attend.  The next committee meeting will be 12 noon before the October Chapter meeting.  CDs from past Chapter educational programs are available for pickup. 

D.
Membership:  Rebecca White reported 104 current members.  

E. Resource Library: Not available today.   
F. Governmental Affairs:  No report from rep today.  Terri reported that OSHA has moved ahead with requiring annual fit testing for N-95s.  No recent movement in Ohio on mandatory reporting of infections.  Pennsylvania  already is and Tennessee is looking at using the NHSN as a recording/reporting system.  Members indicated there are current “bugs” in using this system.
G. By-Laws: No report from rep today.  
H. Nominating Committee:  Jane Mescher presented the potential ballot for officer positions for the 2008 election.  Attached with Minutes.  Anyone with objections to the ballot should contact her or Dave Roberts within one week from receipt of these Minutes.  Otherwise the ballot will go out in October as presented for voting.
I. Reports from National: Nothing to report.   
VI. Old Business:  Terri has not heard from International APIC headquarters for the information needed to move forward with the Sandy Illiams Memorial Scholarship.   Our Chapter wants this modeled after headquarters scholarships.  Eulin Kuranga is working on this.
VII. New Business:  None. 

VIII.  Journal Club:  Carolyn Fiutem presented a review of the article:  Is the Volume of Blood Cultured Still a Significant Factor in the Diagnosis of Blood Stream Infections? From the Journal of Clinical Microbiology, September 2007, p. 2765-2769.   Nancy Hutchinson volunteered to do presentation for October.

IX.  Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  Fort Hamilton hospital had JCAHO visit unannounced the Wednesday after Labor Day.  The surveyors mostly interviewed people:  staff and patients.  General themes:  What were formal strategies and drills for fire in the OR, MRI safety, Laundry shoot safety.  The Nurse surveyor “ hot buttons” were:  1)  Hand hygiene  2)  What multi-methods are used to monitor Hand Hygiene compliance (direct observations, product use, etc)  3)  Is hospital using theme “Its OK to Ask” programs which inform and encourage patients and visitors to ask staff if they have cleansed their hands….. are therebrochures and literature available that states this?  4)  How does hospital handle 

C. Diff:  Surveyor went into C. Dif & MRSA rooms to observe proper PPE use, hand cleaning and Isolation methods.  Included interviewing staff and housekeepers to make sure they had the education and training to know what to do with these patients  5) How Isolation is communicated and managed between multiple depts.  6)  Does staff see the Infection Control nurse as accessible?  7)  Wanted to see hand hygiene performed before and after glove use.  Staff needed to be able to state this knowledge.  8)  Wanted to see if hospital had initiated the IHI MRSA Bundle?  Where at with this process and training?  Where was hospital with using or considering an active surveillance cultures program?  JCAHO also went to off-site facilities.  Ex. Went to Sleep Disorder Clinic   Did thorough reviews there.   Engineer surveyor spent quite a bit of time with hospital V.P. of Operations.

X. Practice Questions: 

ASC:  How many facilities are initiating ASC and what approach is being taken?  (NOTE:  this was recently discussed at previous Chapter meeting, but sure to read your Minutes ().  1/3 of room-raised hands are doing some measure of ASC now (open hearts, total joints, ICU patients, long-term population etc).   Pat shared that all VA hospitals across Nation now have an MRSA specialist position.  Karla Voy has just taken this position at Cincinnati VA.   VA’s are doing ASC on all acute admissions.   Going to all PCR testing. 

Pandemic Plan: Are facilities stock piling N-95s beyond what has been purchased with HRSA grant?  No one.  What about face shields?  MVH thought they did have some extra stock of these, but probably purchased with HRSA funds.

Employees with MRSA.  How is this being handled?  General discussion most everyone handles it as any other infectious disease with employee.  No exceptional steps because organism is MRSA.   

EKG cable and electrode lead wires:  Good Sam asked if any facilities are seeing related infections and if so how is this being handled?  Kettering did see issues with the open hearts and are now sending these to Sterile Processing for cleaning and they are actually put through gas sterilization.  They have seen drastic reduction in infections and are planning to expand this to the general Medical-Surgical units.  They shared that floor staff wiping them off was not sufficient and could not believe how dirty Sterile Processing actually found them to be once they were sending materials to them.  

NHSN:  Asked how many facilities have started using the NHSN computer program.  Very few have and there was discussion that training takes quite sometime and there are some difficulties with using this at this time.   
XI.  Miscellaneous:   None 

XII.  Education Opportunities: None

XIII  Job opportunities:  Open ICP position at Springfield.  Contact Beth Crain at  Beth.Crain@Health-Partners.org if interested.

XIV  The next meeting will be October 9, 2007 at Middletown Hospital, Education Conference Room, Level C across from the elevator.  See website closer to meeting date for topic.

NOTE:  Members if you are not going to October meeting be sure to read post meeting Minutes and/or check our Chapter website for location of November meeting.   That location has yet to be determined.

The meeting was adjourned at 1500. 

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Smith, RN, BSN, CIC

Recording Secretary for APIC Chapter #26

APIC—Greater Cincinnati/Dayton

CHAPTER 26

2008 Officer Ballot

Vote for one individual per office

OFFICE:
President Elect  Vote for one individual per office
_________
Linda Smith

_________      Patti Hoffman

OFFICE:       Recording Secretary   Vote for one individual per office
_________      Angela Booth-Jones
OFFICE:
Board of Directors    Vote for one individual per office   
_________
Greg Carter

_________
 Jane Mescher

_________       Lyn Plummer

_________       Susan Mahrer

OFFICE:
Nominating Committee     Vote for one individual per office
_________
Kathy Zegarski

_________      Michelle Cox

OFFICE:
Treasurer     Vote for one individual per office
_________
 Carolyn Fiutem
_________
 Mitchell Neal

THANK YOU

