Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

May 8, 2007

I. Call to Order: Terry Accuntius called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.
II. Education Program: Topic:  Tuberculosis Cluster Investigations Using Genotyping Data.  Speaker: Frank Romano, MPH, CDC Public Health Advisor. 
III.  Approval of the Minutes: The April 2007 minutes were approved without additions or corrections as written.  

IV. Introductions:  New attendees and members were asked to introduced themselves and their place of work, and identify if hold any officer or Board position.  
V. Committee Reports:  
A.  Board Meeting and President’s Report: A Board meeting was held today prior to the Chapter meeting.   The member survey was reviewed and discussed.  Future ideas with educational programs and annual education seminar were discussed.  Would like to explore discussions with other Ohio chapters to coordinate schedules and possibility of combining some offerings.  Other items the Board discussed included:  frequency and structure of our Chapter meetings, having a mentoring program for new ICPs, developing a long-term strategic plan for the Chapter.  Anyone with experience and knowledge of strategic planning is asked to contact Terri.  A paper was passed around for members to sign up if willing to mentor.  These individuals names will be posted on Chapter website as a resource.  Steve Osterholt will assist in setting this up on website.  Board members will meet again in June.
B
Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Lou Sorter presented the report.  Copies were distributed to members.  Lou will be placing the Treasurer’s report on Chapter website for members only, and in read-only format on a regular basis.

Lou has spoken with National APIC and a local bank to obtain information re: setting up a scholarship in honor of Sandy Iliams.  It is a “do-able” process.  Terri asked for volunteers to work further on setting this up and determining the structure of the scholarship and qualifications to receive.  Mary Lou, Nancy Hutchinson, Angela Booth-Jones, Terri Accuntius, Linda Smith, Eulin Kuranga volunteered to work on this project.    Sandy’s family will be notified once this is established.  

C. Education Committee:  Steve Osterholt reminded members CD copies are available of the past 3 months meetings educational programs.  Can put up today or contact him to obtain.  There are also some copies still available of last year’s National APIC Conference.  Carolyn Fiutem shared vendors from this year’s educational program are already wanting to know the date for next year so they can get it on their calendars.  Reminder: Nancy Hutchinson is holding CIC study groups after the Chapter meetings.  Please contact Nancy at nancyhutchinson@cchmc.org with any questions re: this group.

D.
Membership:  Rebecca White reported 100 current members.  She also explained there appears to be a delay between membership payment and name appearing on roster.

E. Resource Library: Not available today since meeting held outside of Middletown Hospital.   
F. Governmental Affairs:  Karla Voy unable to attend today.  Steve mentioned for Karla that there is a CMS proposal for no reimbursement in 2008 for HAI.
G. By-Laws: Mike Cloughessy unable to attend today.
H. Nominating Committee:  Jane Mescher informed members there would be contacts in the near future to inquire about members interested in office for 2008.
I. Reports from National: Terry will be participating in National Chapters President telephone conference tomorrow.   
VI. Old Business:  None
VII. New Business:  Brief discussion on participation in Silent Action at National APIC Conference.  Members decided Chapter would make $200 donation to the research foundation versus prepare a basket for conference. 

VIII.  Journal Club:  Eulin Kuranga presented her review of a favorite article in Discover Magazine “Mega death in Mexico.”  For her the article highlighted the wealth and importance of information that can be gathered about disease and epidemiology of disease despite how many years in the past or how primitive the method of recording may be.

IX.  Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  Good Samaritan had disease certification visit from JCAHO this week.  ODH visited Kettering for Women’s Services Center.  HFAP visited Wilson Memorial Hospital. 

X. Practice Questions: 

Culture Roommate of + MRSA patient:  Linda Smith asked if facilities are obtaining a culture on roommate if patient is found new dx of MRSA.  No facility was.

Isolation all MRSA + patients?  Kettering asked if everyone isolated active infected and colonized MRSA patients.  Majority stated yes.  Asked also if any doing hospital-wide active surveillance cultures.  Majority stated no.  Cincinnati’s Children is.

Anyone with compliance issues of staff completing Influenza & Pneumonia vaccine administration hx?  Lisa Fawley inquired.  Majority do not have problem, most shared this is obtained on admission forms.

How others are handling the 24/7 availability of contact person for new Ohio Public Health Report System?  Terri Accuntius inquired how others have set up contact person w/in facility to meet this need.   Various discussions took place.  Examples:  can make a “forward” e-mail rule when setting up “out-of-office” in Outlook, can give name with a pager that is rotated among senior management who take hospital 24/7 call, give name or contact for triage desk, etc.

Ways to Monitor Hand Hygiene:  Steve Osterholt described a button game used by a Michigan hospital.  Made a fun and visual way to reinforce importance of hand hygiene.

Linda Smith showed Squid Soap she found at Wal-Mart a couple months ago.  It is a fun soap dispenser designed for teaching children healthy hand washing habits. Works by applying small ink mark on a person's hand when they press the pump to dispense the soap. The ink is designed to wash off after the hands are washed for about15-20 seconds, which is the time recommended by CDC.

How Handling New JCAHO IC requirement with Visitors?  Terri asked how everyone plans to handle new requirement of informing visitors of their role in infection prevention?  Many plan to use signs at hospital entryways.
XI.  Miscellaneous:   Terri shared CDC has received reports from healthcare facilities in several states that the healthcare facilities have been receiving "Hand Washing Posting Advisory" advertisements from state "Healthcare Compliance Centers" concerning hand washing signage. The advertisements say that all healthcare facilities are advised to post at all hand washing facilities a poster reminding all healthcare personnel to regularly wash their hands. The advertisements further say that the posters should contain the recommendations presented in the CDC Guideline for Hand Hygiene in Healthcare Settings. The " Healthcare Compliance Center" then offers to sell to healthcare facilities a poster that meets this requirement. 
Please be advised that this is not a CDC activity.   

XII.  Education Opportunities: National Conference June 25-28.

XIII  Job opportunities:  None at this time.

XIV. The next meeting will be July 10, 2007

NO JUNE MEETING.  Highlights from Nationals will be presented at July meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1500. 

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Smith, RN, BSN, CIC

Recording Secretary for APIC Chapter #26
