Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

January 9, 2007

I. Call to Order: Terry Accuntius called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.

II. Education Program: Carol Quinter PhD, Microbiologist, Kettering Medical presented Understanding the Clinical Microbiology Laboratory.

III.  Approval of the Minutes: The December 2006 minutes were approved without additions or corrections as written.

IV. Introductions:  All members and guests present introduced themselves and their place of work.   Pictures were taken of members to be featured on the Chapter 26 website.
V. Remembering Sandy Iliams.  A moment of silence has held in respect and remembrance of fellow member Sandy Iliams who passed away in December.  Sandy was such an active and valuable member, professional, and friend to many members.

VI. Committee Reports:  
A.  Board Meeting and President’s Report: The Board did not meet today.  Next Board meeting will be after February Chapter meeting.  Goals for 2007 will be discussed.
B
Treasurer’s Report:  There was no report today.

C. Education Committee:  Reminder of the March 29. 2007 education seminar.   Brochures will be coming out soon.  

The next Education Committee meeting will be 12-noon on February 13th before the Chapter meeting.  

Terry has requested members complete the attached survey.  Input is much appreciated on how the Chapter can best serve you.  The survey may be returned electronically to her e-mail of taaccuntius@mvh.org  

We have been approved as on provider of contact hours from ONA.

Steve Osterholt is Education Coordinator for 2007.  He shared a few upcoming chapter programs include:  Feb: Greg Carter on Bioterrorism & Emergency Preparedness update and March: Dr. K Bacheller ID Update on MRSA.  He reminded members to also check our Chapter website for detailed information.  Steve is also working on improving our Website.  Hoping to have designed an e-mail alert for members to know when a question has been posted in Forum on our website.  He will let us know when this is done.  

Nancy Hutchinson was unable to attend today but was to start up CIC study group.  Please contact Nancy at nancyhutchinson@cchmc.org if you are interested in participating.

D.
Membership:  Rebecca White is Chair for 2007.  We are at > 100 current members.

E. Resource Library: Available today.   
F. Governmental Affairs:  Terry will contact Karla Voy is see if she wants to continue to assume responsibilities for reporting Governmental Affairs for 2007.  No report today. 
G. By-Laws: Nothing to report.  Need a member to be responsible By-Laws.  This was a function provided by Sandy Iliams in 2006.  Anyone interested please contact Terry.
H. Nominating Committee:  No report.
VII. Reports from National: Terry shared there are a lot of initiatives re: MRSA by such groups as APIC, IHI, VHA, etc.  Will be interesting to see outcome reports and recommendations from these groups.
VIII. Old Business:  None

IX. New Business:  None

IX.  Journal Club:  Carolyn Fiutem presented a review of the article:  Helicobacter cinaedi Cellulitis and Bacteremia in Immunocompetent Hosts after Orthopedic Surgery from Journal of Microbiology, Jan 2007, p. 31-38.   Members please sign up to do a review of an article.  Sign-up sheet is available at each meeting. 
Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  Carolyn Fiutem from Deaconess, Cincinnati had an unannounced visit from JCAHO in Nov.  Had a physician for the infection control part.  They did not look at manuals but did ask staff if they knew where their manuals were.  Did review last yr’s survey data.  Asked what lab reports were reviewed and asked to see ICP Rounds Sheet.  Spoke with staff & managers on the floors.  Called into various meetings when data was analyzed ex. Disaster Preparedness Committee, wanted to know how hospital and community related.  One hour long conference on employee health, a lot of questions.  Ex. how monitor employee illness.  Also questioned on Legionella monitoring.  The physician also tested staff to see if would stop him when not following Contact Precautions and improperly cleansing his hands on a c. dif patient.  Did ask about ICP role in construction.    Asked floor staff if they see the ICP on the floors and what kind of communication do they get from ICP.   Carolyn commented it was the most thorough inspection she has even been through.   Terry reminded members with electronic charting it is easier to do IC from the office, must make yourself get out to units and be visible.

Practice Questions, Announcements from the Membership, Comments: 

Hair Cloth Covers:  

Terry asked if facilities are allowing staff to home launder these.  MVH is seeing a push to do so in Surgery Dept.  Comments:  there are no studies to show direct link of infection transmission from hair covers, Grandview & Kettering allow home laundering, AORN standards are ok with.  Home laundering of scrubs in general was discussed.   Everyone agreed whatever facility decides there should be consistency for everyone staff & surgeons.

Screening Tool for CJD:  

Rosie Fardo asked about tools for corneal transplants and laminectomies.  Members shared what they were currently using.

Time before Identifying VAP:  

Carolyn from Kettering asked about time before ID VAP.  Group generally agreed it was after 48hrs on ventilator.

Infection Rates for Shoulder Replacement:  

Vicki Wright asked about national standard rates for shoulders.  No new rates since NHNS (NNIS) of 2004.

XII.  Miscellaneous:  Marian Rogers informed group Nick Baird is being replaced by.  She also has cough safety DVD available at $12.00 if anyone wants one.  Great, funny and effective message on covering your cough.

Education Opportunities: No announcements at this time
Job opportunities:  MVH needs temporary help for approximately 12 hrs/wk.  Please contact Terry if interested.

XIII. The next meeting will be February 13, 2007 at Middletown Hospital, Education Conference Room, Level C across from the elevator.

The meeting was adjourned at 1500. 

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Smith, RN, BSN, CIC

Recording Secretary for APIC Chapter #26

