Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

October 10, 2006
I. Call to Order: Nancy Hutchinson, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00pm.

II. Education Program: Terri Accuntius lead a round table discussion of what everyone is doing to improve influenza vaccine compliance and also anything special a facility may be doing for infection control week of October 16th.  Ideas shared included: some facilities have implemented the declination form, some use “rewards” for participation, written feedback to department managers, bulletin board displays which show competition for percentage of completion among departments, flu vaccine administered on nursing units by designated staff person.   For infection control week:  informational displays, free educational luncheon with contact hours on hand hygiene.

III. Approval of the Minutes: The September 2006 minutes were approved with correction of March 2007 seminar date.

IV. Introductions:  All members and guests present introduced themselves and their place of work.  
V. Committee Reports:  
A.  Board Meeting and President’s Report:  The Board did not meet today.  

B. Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Lou Sorter not present but provided the financial report as a handout.
C. Education Committee:  Terri Accuntius reported all six speakers are confirmed for the March 29, 2007 seminar at Sinclair College.  Mark your calendars now!  The educational assessment/needs form for educational program planning for 2007 will be coming out in the near future.  Input from members is very important to make Chapter meetings interesting as well as useful to practice.  The ONA application is done with a BIG thanks to Shirley Dobbins for all her hard work.  This will be mailed in by Nov. 1st deadline.  November educational program for our Chapter meeting will either be on community acquired MRSA or the newest ODH management recommendations R/T Hepatitis, HIV.
D. Membership:  Steve Osterholt not present but sent word there are 101 current members.  
E. Resource Library:  Available for members today.  
F. Governmental Affairs:  No report.  
G. By-Laws:  Sandy Iliams reported National APIC has responded and accepted our by-law changes.  They offered a few additional ones.  Sandy will get this posted on our Chapter website.  Members are requested to give any further comments after reviewing. 

H. Nominating Committee:  Jane Mescher reported the ballots are ready to be mailed out by the end of October.  She reminder members your APIC membership number MUST be filled in on the return envelope for your vote to be counted as a valid vote.
VI. Reports from National: Nothing to report.
VII. Old Business:  Nothing to report.

VIII. New Business:  Nothing to report.

IX. Journal Club:  Terri Accuntius gave a book report on The Great Influenza by John Barry.  She then donated the book to our reference library.  She encouraged everyone to read this.  A very frightening but fascinating book.  Thank you Terri!!

X. Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  UVMC has had 2 random inspections from ODH.  One in August to validate their JCAHO inspection of acute care and one in September to validate JCAHO inspection of HHC.  There were no infection control issues found.

XI. Practice Questions, Announcements from the Membership, Comments:  
Biohazard waste disposal for C. Dif:

Questions from LTC re: incontinency & diaper use for C.dif.  Ohio EPA rules indicate must go into red biohazard bag.  ODH will survey under EPA ruling. 

Anyone Recycling Sharps Containers?:  Some Cincinnati hospitals indicated trialing this and/or considering.  Discussed concerns re: do they really come back clean, could cost more due to need of large storage areas, etc.

XII.  Miscellaneous:  

Education Opportunities:   
Central Ohio APIC Chapter in Columbus “Promoting a Culture of Safety” Oct. 19 & 20th.  Featuring keynote speaker: Elaine Larson, PhD, FAAN, CIC (hand hygiene guru).

Job opportunities:  Nothing reported at this time.

XIII. The next meeting:  The next meeting will be November 14, 2006 at the Middletown Hospital.   Educational program beginning at 1pm with business meeting to follow.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1500. 

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Smith, RN, BSN, CIC

Recording Secretary for APIC Chapter #26

