Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

July 11, 2006

I. Call to Order: Nancy Hutchinson, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00pm.

II. Education Program:  Unable to present program today due to illness of presenter.  Program was to be review of highlights from June APIC National in Florida.  This will be rescheduled.  Meeting time was used for round table discussion of various topics (see below under Practice Questions).
III. Approval of the Minutes: The May 2006 minutes were approved without additions or corrections as written.

IV. Introductions:  All members and guests present introduced themselves and their place of work.  
V. Committee Reports:  
A.  Board Meeting and President’s Report:  The Board did not meet today.  

B. Treasurer’s Report:  There was no available information at this time.
C. Education Committee:  Education Committee met with Steris representative.  Still obtaining more information to secure specific dates for Sinclair College as location for educational seminar. 
D. Membership:  Steve Osterholt absent, Nancy Hutchinson shared his report of 99 current members.  will contact National APIC to inquire why the membership number fluctuates each month by several members.
E. Resource Library:  Available for members today.  CDs from APIC National 2006 have been purchased. Copies for each member will be made and distributed once copying is completed. 
F. Governmental Affairs:  No report.  
G. By-Laws:  No report. 

H. Nominating Committee:  Jane Mescher reported that Shari Bolts has left her job position and will be leaving our Chapter due to family relocation.  She requested support and new person to serve on Nominating Committee in Shari’s place.  Marian Rodgers volunteered to do this and Linda Smith will provide support from her work on Nominating Committee last year. 
VI. Reports from National: Nancy shared the CMS draft guidelines are out and impact any facility receiving Medicare funding.  There is still time to forward your comments on the draft.
VII. Old Business:  None.
VIII. New Business:  Still exploring use of video camera for educational part of our Chapter meetings.  Discussed use on computer/on-line voting.   Marian Rodgers suggested consultation with National APIC legal counsel on computer voting.
IX. Journal Club:  Not presented today.  Carolyn Fiutem announced she is in need of presenters for the months of August, September and November. 

X. Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  Mary Ann Timmerman reported UVMC had a visit 2 weeks ago.  No tracers were done.  Only issues with infection control had to do with multi-dose vials in Surgery (eye drops and cataracts).  There was a citation for this.  Cincinnati VA reported an unannounced visit to their substance abuse program.   They interviewed their medical waste management officer.  Questions about waste management tracking.  They also observed hand hygiene.    Unannounced JCAHO visit is happening at Children’s in Dayton today.

XI. Practice Questions, Announcements from the Membership, Comments:  
Healthpoint Rep & Surgical Scrub:  

· Carolyn Fiutem inquired if this rep has contacted other facilities and if anyone is trialing this product.  Several facilities indicated they have been contacted.  No one trialing at this time.  Carolyn shared the only kill agent she saw in product was alcohol.  
 Cotton Glove Use:

· Nancy Hutchinson inquired if any facilities use cotton gloves.  Some facilities said yes and offered suggestions on how use is managed.  One commented they request employee to store in plastic baggy between uses.  There are no guidelines available on this. 
Water Pitchers & Straws:
· Lynn Plummer, Bethesda North inquired about how water pitchers are cleaned and also style of containers:  some with straws, others where an individual straw must be offered.  Some long-term care facilities stated the pitchers go through the dishwasher at least x 3/wk, another facility uses dishwasher daily.  Most indicated new straws are given daily.  Names of patients are kept on lids.  ODH brought up issues relating to water pitchers.  Looked at every pitcher in one facility.  There are no specific regulations regarding this.  
Clog style shoes:

· Dave Roberts, Grandview inquired about this style shoe.  How many facilities allow use of.  Carolyn Fiutem thought this was an OSHA safety violation to allow as well as problem meeting BBP standard if allowed.  Carolyn will look for literature that supports these concerns and provide to members.  Most facilities have employees wearing them.  

How Long Does Port-a-Count Machine Take:

· 10-15 minutes
Discussion of Respirators for Pandemic Influenza:

· PAPRs vs. N-95 discussed.  ½ face air filters with multi-use may be cheaper way to do.   Any respirator must be safe and proper fit as applicable.    How to store between use was discussed.  One member mentioned plan to use paper bags for storage.  How to disinfect PAPRs:  most using germicidal wipes such as Sani-Wipes, Cavi-Wipes, and Steris also has a germicidal wipe.
Does Avegard have to be disposed of as Biohazardous Waste?:

· Linda Smith shared the MSDS sheet on this product indicates it does.  Inquired why? … and if this relates to the alcohol in the product why would this not apply to all the alcohol product used house-wide at facilities?  Andrew Dunn, Steris rep thought it was > 3% of original volume that must be considered hazardous.  Andrew will look into and bring information back to Chapter.

MOU Agreements with Long-term Care:

· Greg Carter offered to share his template for this agreement.  Please contact Greg for this.

Who Can Perform PPDs at your facility?:

· Most facilities use only nurses but some also allow ancillary staff to perform.  Lynn Kilbane, Hamilton County TB Control will research any legal related information and present to Chapter.  
XII. Miscellaneous:

Education Opportunities:   
· No announcements at this time.

Job opportunities:  None announced at this time.

XIII. The next meeting:  The next meeting will be August 8, 2006—same place—Hill Top Dining Room at the Middletown Hospital.   August educational program will be “Syndromic Surveillance with RODS system” beginning at 1pm with business meeting to follow.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1500. 

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Smith, RN, BSN, CIC

Recording Secretary for APIC Chapter #26

