Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

August 8, 2006

I. Call to Order: Nancy Hutchinson, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00pm.

II. Education Program: Steven DeFrancesco, Vice President Health Monitoring Systems, presented an educational program on “Syndromic Surveillance with RODS System”.

III. Approval of the Minutes: The July 2006 minutes were approved without additions or corrections as written.

IV. Introductions:  All members and guests present introduced themselves and their place of work.  
V. Committee Reports:  
A.  Board Meeting and President’s Report:  The Board did not meet today.  

B. Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Lou Sorter presented the quarterly report and a disbursement report that was forwarded to National APIC.
C. Education Committee:  Terri Accuntius updated members on our upcoming seminar.  It will be March 29th at Sinclair College.  Mark your calendars now!  The theme will be “best practices in infection control”.  Hoping for keynote speaker to be nationally known, Robert Garcia who is known for infection control and engineering factors.  Also hoping to have Dr. Polan come and speak on influenza vaccination for HCW.  Other topics will include session on human vs. system failure, panel discussion on best practice on VAP, CVC, SSI, etc.  Fees have not yet been determined.  
D. Membership:  Steve Osterholt reported 95 current members.  He encouraged members to recruit new members.
E. Resource Library:  Not available for members today.  
F. Governmental Affairs:  No report.  
G. By-Laws:  No report. 

H. Nominating Committee:  Jane Mescher requested members give considered to serving in officer position.
VI. Reports from National: Nothing to report.
VII. Old Business:  Your quick response is urgently needed!  The United States Pharmacopoeia (USP) is accepting comments to propose revisions to General Chapter <797> Pharmaceutical Compounding - Sterile Preparations - commonly referred to as "USP 797."  The comment period will close on August 15, 2006.   National APIC is also providing input.
VIII. New Business:  Chris Babin, PPD Healthcare Sales Manager-East for Clorox Company presented information on a grant project being done jointly between National APIC and Clorox.  The theme is “Protect our Patients”.  Members can go to APIC website and order visitor and patient educational tool kits free.  He provided samples of materials.  This is a wonderful opportunity for both acute and long-term care facilities to have some excellent resource materials for infection control and to raise awareness.  The grant program kicked off in June.  

Nancy wanted feedback from members on the idea of having different vendors present product information at chapter meetings, giving first consideration to associate members.  This will be further discussed at Education Committee.
IX. Journal Club:  Carolyn Fiutem presented a review of the article “International Infection Control Council: Best Practice Relation for Patients with Extended Spectrum Beta-Lactamase Enterbacteriacae” by C Friedman, S Callery, A Jeanes, P Piaskowski, L Scott (representing the International Infection Control Council), and member of the Best Practices Expert Panel and Reviewer. 

X. Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  Cincinnati Children’s had a mock survey.  Hand hygiene was observed.

XI. Practice Questions, Announcements from the Membership, Comments:  
Clog style shoes:

Carolyn Fiutem provided the written documentation re: this topic as follow-up from last month’s meeting.  Info she from OSHA and the Cincinnati BBP OSHA inspector: 
 Each work place is required by OSHA to perform a hazard assessment, and this is also required by the BBP standard to have exposure risks/determination delineated in the Exposure Control Plan.   "OSHA Standard 1917.94 Foot Protection (a) The employer shall direct that employees exposed to impact, falling objects or puncture hazards wear safety shoes, or equivalent protection."  The inspector also indicated that under the BBP Exposure Control Plan appropriate shoes to protect the employee from sharps and blood and body fluids would fall under Work Practice Controls in addition to the Foot Protection Standard.  I asked if the shoes would be PPE and she said no, that it would be under the same indications as construction workers who are required to wear steel-toed shoes in the work place.  Employers do not provide those to the workers.

Pandemic Planning:  Shirley Dobbins announced her return out of retirement to the workforce, part time.  She is now working in Clark County public health on Pandemic Planning.   She requested some information from members on where they are in completing their facility plans.

Visitors Showering in Pt Room. Terri Accuntius inquired if any facilities allow visitors to use pt showers.  Children’s in Cincinnati stated families’ do but most other facilities do not.  The group generally didn’t think this posed an infection risk but possibly a facility liability risk.

SSI Infection Initiatives:  Mary Lou Sorter inquired if other facilities use antimicrobial dressing and how are these used?  She was interested in any are using routinely as a post-op measure.  No one was using as a routine to prevent infections but most are using to deal with specific healing or wound issues.

Work Restrictions for Employees with Staph Aureus Infection: Inquiry was made if staff with + staph who required to do dressing changes during work hours should be allowed to work.  The answer was no.  If the dressing requires handling during work, they should not be working.

XII.  Miscellaneous:  

Education Opportunities:   
No announcements at this time.

Job opportunities:  Regency Hospital has position for IC/EH/Risk Management.  Please contact Sabrina Harrison, RN, Director of Quality Management at (513)-559-5930 or e-mail at sharrison@regencyhospital.com

XIII.The next meeting:  The next meeting will be September 12, 2006—same place—Hill Top Dining Room at the Middletown Hospital.   Educational program beginning at 1pm with business meeting to follow.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1500. 

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Smith, RN, BSN, CIC

Recording Secretary for APIC Chapter #26

