Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

March 8, 2005
I. Call to Order:  Nancy Hutchinson, President Elect, called the meeting to order at 1:00pm.

II. Education Program:  Educational offering for the March meeting was titled “Mandatory Reporting Legislation in Ohio: Impact on Infection Control” presented by Karla Voy, MPH, MS, CIC.
III. Approval of the Minutes: The February 2005 minutes were approved without additions or corrections as written.
IV. Introductions:  All members and guest present introduced themselves and their place of work.   We are happy to welcome two new members today. 
V. Committee Reports:  
A.  Board Meeting and President’s Report:  The Board has not met since the February report.   
B. Treasurer’s Report:  Kim Weadock reports the balance being $13,566.22.  Kim   reports an income of &600.00 for Chapter dues. 
C.  Education Committee:  Nancy Hutchinson reports the Seminar Committee met this morning prior to our chapter meeting.  Eulin Kuranga, Seminar Committee Chair reports the title of the Fall Chapter Seminar is “Outbreak Investigation—Looking Back to Move Forward”.  At the time of the March meeting, a keynote speaker had not been determined.  However, since then, Eulin writes that, thanks to Jennifer Mercer, Jon B. Woods, Lt Col, USAF, MC, Deputy Dept. Chief and Containment Care Director, Operational Medicine Department, Division of Medicine United States Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Disease (USAMRIID), from Ft. Detrick MD. has agreed to be our keynote speaker at our October seminar. 
D.
Membership:  Steve Osterholt reports there are 115 members to date.  Steve reminds us that the membership roster is on our Chapter Website.
E. Resource Library:  The “library on wheels” was available to all members at the March meeting.  Members are encouraged to borrow from the library, but must please remember to sign out any items taken.
F. Governmental Affairs:  Karla Voy, chairperson for Governmental Affairs, reports there is no news from Governmental Affairs at this time.
G. By-Laws:  The By-Laws notebook has been handed over to Sandy Iiames.   Sandy will be busy incorporating into our Chapter By-Laws, the minor changes made at the National Level.  
H. Nominating Committee:  Sherri Botts, chairperson for the Nominating Committee has no new information for 2005.  
VI. Reports from National: No new information to report as yet.  
Old Business: Thanks again go to Steve for setting us up with a Chapter Website.  Please visit this site at: http://apicchapter26.org/wb/pages/home.php   Contact Steve at steven.osterholt@kmcnetwork.org  for information about the password needed to view member-only information.
CIC study group will continue to meet until 4 pm following the chapter meetings (monthly, until further notice). 

VII. New Business:  No new business was brought forth.
VIII. Journal Club:  Chapter member Pat Lyes told us about an interesting article published in the MMWR, February 25, 2005 / 54(07);168-170, titled Fatal Bacterial Infections Associated with Platelet Transfusions---United States, 2004.  The article reminded us that transfusion-associated bacterial sepsis is the second most frequently reported cause of transfusion-related fatalities in the U.S., accounting for 17% of reported transfusion deaths during 1990-1998.  Health-care providers should be aware of bacterial contamination as a potential cause of transfusion reaction so they can diagnose illness, treat patients appropriately, and evaluate interventions that might prevent negative outcomes.  The article goes on to say platelets are particularly vulnerable to bacterial growth because they are stored at room temperature for up to 5 days, whereas other blood components are refrigerated or frozen.  Thank you Pat, for the timely and interesting report. 
IX. Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  No visits to report.  
X. Practice Questions, Announcements from the Membership, Comments:  
· Insulin Pens:  Question concerning the use of insulin pens in a hospital setting.  When it is used in the home there is no discarding problem, but in the hospital setting, proper discard of the sharp is of issue.  How to stay compliant with OSHA?  
· One member offers that you simply unscrew the sharp and dispose of it.
· Bio Patch:  Question concerning use of the bio patch for line cover.  Many are using this patch to cover central lines. 

·  One member says they use it for PICS, ports, centrals and cont. IV’s and have had no BSI in the past two quarters since using the chlor-prep and patch.

· Construction Projects:  How are the workers integrated into the hospital system—

· one member says they use basic screening for construction workers—communicable disease, etc.  
XI. The next meeting will be April 12, 2005—same place—Hill Top Dining Room at the Middletown Hospital.  Educational Program will begin at 1pm with business meeting to follow.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1515. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Carmean RN, BSN
Reporter for APIC Chapter #26

