Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

Minutes from the June 14, 2005 meeting
I. Call to Order:  Nancy Hutchinson, President Elect, called the meeting to order at 1:00pm.

II. Education Program:  Educational offering for the June meeting was titled “Making      Change Happen in Your Organization” presented by Andrea Phillips, BS. MBA.  Ms. Phillips is an employ of Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.   Objectives of the presentation were to: describe how to quantify reliability in a delivery system (such as healthcare); outline design concepts for improving reliability; and to discuss strategies for implementing change successfully.  In part, Ms. Phillips related 8 stages of successful large-scale change, taken from “The Heart of Change” by John Kotter and Dan Cohen.  The 8 strategies are:  Create a sense of urgency among relevant people; Pull together a guiding team (coalition); Develop a sensible, clear, and simple vision (vs. planning); Communicate the vision and strategy (vs. organizing); Remove obstacles to empower action (vs. controlling); Produce short-term wins (establish credibility); Don’t let up…maintain the energy; and Nurture a new culture of behavior and shared values.
III. Approval of the Minutes: The May 2005 minutes were approved without additions or       corrections as written.
III. Introductions:  All members and guest present introduced themselves and their place of work.   
IV. Committee Reports:  
A.  Board Meeting and President’s Report:  The Board has no report today.   
B. Treasurer’s Report:  Kim Weadock reports the balance being $13,752.93.  Kim   reports our only expense this month was for the silent auction basket to be donated to the Research Foundation at the Conference in Baltimore this month. 
C.  Education Committee:  Nancy Hutchinson reports the Seminar Committee met this morning prior to our chapter meeting.  Eulin Kuranga, Seminar Committee Chair reports the meeting was brief due to small attendance; however the Fall Chapter Seminar is coming along nicely.  It is titled “Outbreak Investigation—Looking Back to Move Forward”.  All speaker slots are filled and the brochure (in draft form) is near completion.  The seminar date is October 19, 2005 to be held at the Sinclair community College, 444 West Third Street, Dayton, OH.  
D.
Membership:  Steve Osterholt sent a report of 99 members to date.  
E. Resource Library:  The “library on wheels” was available to all members at the June meeting.  Members are encouraged to borrow from the library, but must please remember to sign out any items taken.
F. Governmental Affairs:  Karla Voy, chairperson for Governmental Affairs, reports there was an hour long conference call with CDC regarding the Mandatory Reporting Bill.  For Ohio, the bill has been shelved for now and may reappear in the fall.  APIC will continue to work on the preferred language, should the bill come to life again.  Another letter will be written and sent to Representative Raussen this summer.  It will be posted on the Chapter Web Site.
G. By-Laws:  The By-Laws notebook continues to be in the hands of Sandy Iiames.   Sandy is busy incorporating into our Chapter By-Laws, the minor changes made at the National Level.  
H. Nominating Committee:  Sherri Botts, chairperson for the Nominating Committee sends no new information for 2005.  
V. Reports from National: No new information to report as yet.  
VII. Old Business: Even though, the Chapter web site is “down” for the present, due to the shenanigans of hackers—we again, say thanks to Steve for setting us up with a Chapter Website.  Please watch for the return of this site at: http://apicchapter26.org/wb/pages/home.php .  Contact Steve at steven.osterholt@kmcnetwork.org  for information about the password needed to view member-only information.  
VIII. New Business:  By consensus of the CIC study group, (which has been meeting monthly after chapter meetings), will meet at noon, 1 hour prior to the July chapter meeting. 

VI. Journal Club:  Chapter member Marion Rodgers told us about an interesting article published in the Emerging Infectious Diseases Journal ( www.cdc.gov/eid  Vol. 11, No. 5, May 2005 (click on “past issues”) titled Osler and the Infected Letter, by Charles T. Ambrose.  The article reminded us that the spread of infectious agents through the mail has concerned public health officials for 5 centuries.  The dissemination of anthrax spores in the US mail in 2001 was a recent example.  However, in 1901, two medical journals reported outbreaks of smallpox presumably introduced by letters contaminated with variola viruses.   Bubonic plague was the contagious disease that led to quarantines as early as the 14th century in port cities in southern Europe.  Later, smallpox, cholera, typhus, and yellow fever were recognized as also warranting quarantine measures.  Initially, attempts were made to decontaminate all goods imported from pestilential areas, particularly mail.  Disinfection of mail was largely abandoned in the early 20th century with newer knowledge about the spread and stability of these 5 infectious agents.  This information about the article taken from the articles abstract.  Thank you Marion, for the timely and interesting report. 
VII. Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  No visits to report.  
VIII. Practice Questions, Announcements from the Membership, Comments:  
· Vascular procedure with groin insertion—Antimicrobial Prophylactic?  No one present felt that to be the standard of practice.

· LTC concern—increase in C-diff—no follow-up cultures—so if someone has c-diff—how long are they kept in isolation?  No consensus at today’s meeting,  Some approaches were offered—isolate until stool is formed; dedicate equipment; disposable B/P cuff—

· Caution offered to review measles/vaccine policy in your workplace.  Policy should reflect CDC’s guidelines.  Compliance and Consistency Rule!
· If you do not currently receive the independently and electronically compiled
     “I C Stuff” newsletter, and you would like your name added to the list, please    contact Marion at rodgers3927@earthlink.net .   

· Eulin thanks everyone who contributed to our placement of “Honorable Mention” in the “Chapter of the Year” competition.  She has every confidence that Ohio Chapter # 26 can do even better next year.
· Carolyn Fiutem offers there are still a few opportunities to contribute to Journal Club.  Check the chapter web site for availability (when it comes up).
IX. The next meeting will be July 12, 2005—same place—Hill Top Dining Room at the Middletown Hospital.  Educational Program will begin at 1pm with business meeting to follow.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1515.
See you in July. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Carmean RN, BSN
Secretary for APIC Chapter #26







