Association for Practitioners in Infection Control & Epidemiology, Inc.

Cincinnati-Dayton Chapter #26

February 8, 2005
I. Call to Order: Shirley Dobbins, President, called the meeting to order at 1:00pm.

II. Education Program:  Educational offering for the February meeting was titled Flash Sterilization (AMI & CDC Guidelines), presented by Sue Fagin, Steris (St. Louis).
III. Approval of the Minutes: The January 2005 minutes were approved without additions or corrections as written.
IV. Introductions:  All members and guest present introduced themselves and their place of work.  
V. Committee Reports:  
A. Board Meeting and President’s Report:  The Board met just prior to the chapter meeting to discuss how we, as a chapter, might approach the issues of mandatory reporting of nosocomial infections in Ohio.  The newly introduced HB 541 will affect us all.  We are all encouraged to write the congress persons connected with this proposed bill.  The message we want to convey is that we are not against reporting, we do however, want to be a part of the process planning the methods that will be used to gather the information.  The bill, as it is written now, proposes that the numbers of nosocomial infections come from the billing records (determined by the information coders find in the chart).  We all know these are not an accurate way to determine the numbers.  Find more about this issue on our Chapter 26 web site.  

Goals and objectives of the Board will be posted on the web site as they become available.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Kim Weadock, though absent, reports, post-meeting, that there has been no “check-book” activity since the end of last year and the balance remains at $13,546.45. 
C.  Education Committee:  Nancy Hutchinson reports the Education Committee met this morning prior to our chapter meeting.  Briefly discussed were topics for the monthly education programs.  The remainder of the meeting was narrowed down to a sub-work group devoted to discussion of the Oct. Seminar, which is chaired this year by Eulin Kuranga.  

Nancy Hutchinson reports that the educational offering for the March 8th meeting will be presented by Karla Voy and Greg Carter (our own Chapter 26 members) who recently returned from the CDC meeting in Atlanta where the topic was “Mandatory Reporting of Nosocomial Infections”.  We will all want to hear what they have to say.
D.
Membership:  Steve Osterholt reports there are 114 members to date.  The annual renewal process is still in progress, so numbers are expected to be subject to change weekly.  Steve reminds us that the membership roster is on our Chapter Website.
E. Resource Library:  The “library on wheels” was available to all members at the February meeting.  Shirley, reporting for Charlene Kurtz, states that members are encouraged to borrow from the library, but must please remember to sign out any items taken.
A request for a volunteer to assist with the Resource Library (in Charlene’s absence) was made last month.  We are pleased to announce that Marian Rodgers has so kindly accepted the responsibility to cover for Charlene.  Please see Marian or Charlene for any questions regarding the Resource Library. 
F. Governmental Affairs:  Karla Voy, chairperson for Governmental Affairs, was absent from the February meeting as she was in Atlanta learning all about the upcoming mandatory reporting of nosocomial infections.  
G. By-Laws:  Sandy Iiames, chairperson for By-Laws Committee has no new information for 2005.
H. Nominating Committee:  Sherri Botts, chairperson for the Nominating Committee sends us no new information for 2005.  
VI. Reports from National: Shirley Dobbins has no new information to report as yet for 2005.  
VII. Old Business:  Eulin Kuranga, who has volunteered to write an “end of year” report for the Chapter accomplishments, continues to put out a plea to all members to let her know what has been done in relation to chapter activities.  Activities would, for instance, include infection control educational activities in the work or community setting such as celebrating “Infection Control Week”.  
Shirley encouraged chapter members to think about “Chapter of the Year” activities for the year 2005.

Thanks again go to Steve for setting us up with a Chapter Website.  Please visit this site at: http://apicchapter26.org/wb/pages/home.php   Contact Steve at steven.osterholt@kmcnetwork.org  for information about the password needed to view member-only information.

Members were again asked to think about how they could help the chapter by doing volunteer work for 1 hour per month (see Shirley).

Shirley is sending out a member profile to different people every month or so.  The goal is to help us to learn more about our co-members.   If you are asked, please don’t be shy.  It’s okay to “brag” a little.
Shirley has called for volunteers to participate in Journal Club.  Participant would volunteer to read and report on an article of interest at the monthly meetings.  A sign-up sheet was available and all but 2 months are now spoken for.  Please contact Shirley if you are interested.

CIC study group will continue to meet until 4 pm following the chapter meetings (monthly, until further notice). 

VIII. New Business:  No new business was brought forth.
IX. Journal Club:  Chapter member Carolyn Fiutem told us about an interesting article published in the Clinical Infectious Diseases 2004;38(Suppl 4):S341-5.  The title was “Collateral Damage” from Cephalosporin or Quinolone Antibiotic Therapy.  It was written by David L. Paterson, University of Pittsburg Medical Center, Pittsburg, PA.  “Collateral Damage” is a term used to refer to ecological adverse effects of antibiotic therapy; namely the selection of drug-resistant organisms and the unwanted development of colonization or infection with multidrug-resistant organisms.   Thank you Carolyn, for the timely and interesting report. 
X. Visits from Accreditation/Regulatory Agencies:  No visits to report.  
XI. Practice Questions, Announcements from the Membership, Comments:  
· Isolation Rooms:  Question concerning the taking of the med sheet into the isolation room.  When it is used as one of the two ways for patient identifier, the sheet becomes “contaminated”.
· One member offers that the sheet be placed in a dedicated plastic sleeve upon entering the room, then removed when leaving.

· One member suggested another patient identifier, other than the med sheet, be used.

· One member suggested a duplicate copy be made then pitched upon exit.

The question is on the chapter web site—awaiting comment.

· Surgery Locker Rooms:  Question concerning worker shoe storage during work hours.  They can no longer keep them on the floor (under benches).
· Suggestion—worker could place the “street” shoes in a plastic bag and then put them in the locker.
· Suture-less Devices to secure central lines—is any body using them?: 
· Several members comment that their hospitals  are using them to secure peripheral lines as well as central.
XII. The next meeting will be March 08, 2005—same place—Hill Top Dining Room at the Middletown Hospital.  Educational Program will begin at 1pm with business meeting to follow.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1515. 

Respectfully submitted February 14, 2005,
Jane Carmean RN, BSN
Reporter for APIC Chapter #26

